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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 38-41.45 and 49 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 01 August 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Grant Langton on December 21, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 42 has been cancelled as it does not further limit independent claim 38. 

Specification, page-1 , in line-8, after "1998" (see preliminary amendment of 
August 7, 2001), the phrase --, now U.S. Patent No. 6,270,871 - - has been inserted. 

Abstract, starting in line-15 and ending in line 23, the phrase "The overlaminated 
film ... pressure sensitive adhesive construction" has been deleted to conform to the 
size of 150 words. 

The PTO-1449 form of Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on January 
4, 2002 is being resent to the applicant because one foreign document and the "other 
documents" that were not initialed but are now initialed. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

A review of applicant's arguments in amendment filed on December 8, 2004 and 
a review of the instant amended claims has convinced the examiner that the claims are 
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allowable over the applied prior art of record. The prior art fails to teach or suggest a 
method of forming a pressure sensitive adhesive (PSA) construction comprising 
applying a layer of PSA to a release surface of a substrate, simultaneously in a single 
step applying a film-forming material on the PSA surface to form a continuous film 
thereover and render the PSA tack-free, wherein the film-forming material has a 
viscosity that is within the range of viscosities that is compatible with the viscosity of the 
PSA at a shear rate of approximately 40,000 / s and at a given application temperature, 
laminating an overlaminate film layer onto the continuous film, and forming a printed 
indicia onto the continuous film or the backside of the overlaminate. Also, no evidentiary 
support could be provide to support the position that the instant claimed invention would 
be obvious over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nasser Ahmad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1487. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, and on alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nasser Ahmad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 

N. Ahmad. 
December 23, 2004. 



